
Harlan County High School Band 

Contemporary/Jazz Instrumental Ensemble 

NTI Work Days 1-10 

Kentucky Academic Standards: 

Music – Composition and Theory Strand 

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.  

Process Component: Imagine 

 Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a 
variety of sources.  

Essential Question: How do musicians generate creative ideas? 

Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.  

Process Component: Plan and Make  

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive 
intent.  

Essential Question: How do musicians make creative decisions? 

Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work. 

 Process Component: Evaluate and Refine  

Enduring Understanding: Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas, persistence, 
and the application of appropriate criteria.  

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work? 

Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation. 

 Process Component: Analyze  

Enduring Understanding: Analyzing creators’ context and how they manipulate elements of music provides insight 
into their intent and informs performance. 

 Essential Question: How does understanding the structure and context of musical works inform performance? 

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

 Process Component: Select  

Enduring Understanding: Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their interests, experiences, 
understandings, and purposes.  



Essential Question: How do individuals choose music to experience? 

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work.  

Process Component: Analyze  

Enduring Understanding: Response to music is informed by analyzing context (social, cultural, and historical) and 
how creators and performers manipulate the elements of music. 

 Essential Question: How does understanding the structure and context of music inform a response? 

Music – Harmonizing Instruments Strand 

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

 Process Component: Imagine 

 Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a 
variety of sources.  

Essential Question: How do musicians generate creative ideas? 

Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 

 Process Component: Plan and Make  

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive 
intent.  

Essential Question: How do musicians make creative decisions? 

Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  

Process Component: Evaluate and Refine  

Enduring Understanding: Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas, persistence, 
and the application of appropriate criteria.  

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work? 

Music – Traditional and Emerging Ensembles Strand 

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.  

Process Component: Imagine  

Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a 
variety of sources.  

Essential Question: How do musicians generate creative ideas? 

Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.  

Process Component: Plan and Make  

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive 
intent.  



Essential Question: How do musicians make creative decisions? 

Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  

Process Component: Present  

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ presentation of creative work is the culmination of a process of creation and 
communication.  

Essential Question: When is creative work ready to share? 

 

Days 1-3: 

During this section, students will be using the piece entitled “Impressions” by John Coltrane.  

Day 1: Research the composer, style, and chord structure.  

Construct a paragraph containing at least seven sentences describing the composer and the 

impact he has made on jazz music. Be sure to list the sources you used for research. 

Construct another paragraph containing at least five sentences describing the Post Bop style. 

Identify how it is performed and the typical chordal structure that is utilized. 

Day 2: Perform the song. 

1.) On your copy of “Impressions” write the rhythmic subdivisions of the beat underneath 

the melody (e.g. 1,&,2,&,&). Practice the melody working it up to a tempo of quarter 

note = 84 or higher. Find a recording on YouTube of this song and sing along with the 

melody.  

2). Using the Scale Syllabus identify the following: 

1. Scale name 

2. Whole & Half Step Construction 

3. List the notes in each of the scales (use the “solos” section) 

3.) Identify which mode this piece is in (Ionian, Mixolydian, or Dorian). Provide evidence as to 

why you believe the piece is in this mode. 

Day 3: Create an improvised melody. 

1.) Using staff paper write out an improvised melody for this song.  

2.) Identify which notes you used the most in each scale. 

3.) Create another improvised solo that differs in the notes, rhythms, and structure. 

 



Days 4 -6: 

During this section, students will be using the piece entitled “Watermelon Man” by Herbie 

Hancock.  

Day 4: Research the composer.  

Construct a paragraph containing at least seven sentences describing the composer and the 

impact he has made on jazz music. Be sure to list the sources you used for research. 

Construct another paragraph containing at least five sentences describing the Hard Bop style. 

Identify how it is performed and the typical chordal structure that is utilized. 

Day 5: Perform the song. 

1.) On your copy of “Watermelon Man” write the rhythmic subdivisions of the beat 

underneath the melody (e.g. 1,&,2,&,&). Practice the melody working it up to a tempo of 

quarter note = 96 or higher. Find a recording on YouTube of this song and sing along with 

the melody.  

2). Using the Scale Syllabus identify the following: 

1. Scale name 

2. Whole & Half Step Construction 

3. List the notes in each of the scales (use the “solos” section) 

3.) Identify which mode this piece is in (Ionian, Mixolydian, or Dorian). Provide evidence as to 

why you believe the piece is in this mode. 

Day 6: Create an improvised melody. 

1.) Using staff paper write out an improvised melody for this song.  

2.) Identify which notes you used the most in each scale. 

3.) Create another improvised solo that differs in the notes, rhythms, and structure. 

Day 7: 

The Jazz Ensemble. 

1.) Watch a jazz concert from the “Jazz at Lincoln Center” series uploaded to YouTube. 

 Explain the programming(which songs were performed and why) of the concert.  

 Describe the communication between the entire ensemble (e.g. How did the other 

members respond during a solo section? How was the melody supported? How 

did one section set up another to perform more successful?).  



Days 8-10: 

During this section, students will be using the piece entitled “Doxy” by Sonny Rollins.  

Day 8: Research the composer, style, and chord structure.  

Construct a paragraph containing at least seven sentences describing the composers and the 

impact they have made on jazz music. Be sure to list the sources you used for research. 

Construct another paragraph containing at least five sentences describing the Swing style. 

Identify how it is performed and the typical chordal structure that is utilized. 

Day 9: Perform the song. 

1.) On your copy of “Doxy” write the rhythmic subdivisions of the beat underneath the 

melody (e.g. 1,&,2,&,&). Practice the melody working it up to a tempo of quarter note = 

100 or higher. Find a recording on YouTube of this song and sing along with the melody.  

2). Using the Scale Syllabus identify the following: 

1. Scale name 

2. Whole & Half Step Construction 

3. List the notes in each of the scales (use the “solos” section) 

3.) Identify which mode this piece is in (Ionian, Mixolydian, or Dorian). Provide evidence as to 

why you believe the piece is in this mode. 

Day 10: Create an improvised melody. 

1.) Using staff paper write out an improvised melody for this song.  

2.) Identify which notes you used the most in each scale. 

3.) Create another improvised solo that differs in the notes, rhythms, and structure. 

 










































